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ganga ofKrishna rivei andlhc kavjidi arc taken back to their, country. The Lingabalijas
of that country arrange to send kavudis to the Parvata through a jangara called 'Gana-
chari\ And these (ianacharis come up to the Parvata. The 'lirtha* taken back in
this kavadi is then distributed to the owner of the kavadi and others. While these
kavadis are in transit both ways, devotees of Lord Sivaand lingavanthas in the villages
on the way meet them, lake (hem home and give them assistance and gifts according
to their ability. This has been the custom.
A man who carries provisions in large quantities has to pay higher taxes. People
therefore send their men in this connection. The Sudras who go over to this place
perform the lirthavidhis (ceremonies) in the Patalaganga, after shaving off their hair
on the head, liven multuiduvas1 perform this 'vapanam* ceremony. Some women
do not observe this 'vapanam'. The Lingabalijas both men and women observe this
tonsure ceremony. The rich people among brahmins observe the tonsure ceremony
and perform the 'tirlhavidhis*.
Previously tax was not being levied on the aradhya brahmins. The Kandana-
volu Zarnindar Alapah Khan has commenced collecting half a rupee even from brah-
mins from Sukla Pramodita year. As he lias started taxing heavily, people are not
going over here in large numbers. During festival days on behalf of the Government,
there are further collections by Amins, a higher official over the Amins, and peons
who all make the collections on the southern route at Naguluti. Some more fleecingh
is made near the temple* Similar collections are made on three other routes., The
Pilgrims in addition to the fees paid by them to the "divanam' pay further sums to the
chenchus on the way at Siddapuram, Nagulutaand Peddacheruvu; people except
brahmins, byragis, gosains and jogijangams pay one'duddu' per person and two'dudds*
each for horses and bullocks. These are taken by the chenchus* Similar collections
are made on the other three routes also. If people perform abhishekam to the Lord,
in addition to the fee paid to the Divanam, sixteen 'duddus' have to be paid to the priests.
The pujaris appropriate this amount. This year the 'Sirkaf men have collected this
amount on behalf of this A la pa Khan and given a fourth share to the priests. The
Sirkar officials collect fees on behalf of others, pay thema small amount and appropriate
the re*st The Sirair pavs a s\m of thirty rupees per annum for the naivedyam and
Deepa arut/hunwn (IJgtiting uwstiip) oil non-festival days. Previously the Muslim
rulers ensured services to the Lord; however, the Alapa Khan of today bears hatred
towards Gods, brahmins and poor people and hence services are not conducted
properly. In the olden days there were several bells in the temple and in the mandapas;
Alpa Khan has taken them away to Kandanavolu to make them into (cannon) balls.
Similarly the vessels in the temple have been taken away by him to make them into
cannons. However when the cannon bails and powder were filled in the cannon, and
the cannon fired, the cannon broke.